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(57) Abstract: A radio communication device (1) comprises a Radio Frequency (RF) unit (2) for transmitting and receiving radio 
signals, a link controller (3) for controlling operation of the RF unit (2) and a signal monitor (4) for monitoring signals received by 
the RF unit (2). A processor (5) is connected to the link controller (3) and the signal monitor (4) and a user interface (6). When 
it is desired for the communication device (1) to communicate with another device (9), a communication link is established in a 
conventional way. The signal monitor (4) is able to measure signal strength and the bit error rate (BER) of the signal received in the 
communication link from the other communication device (9) and outputs these to the processor (5). When the BER is unacceptably 
high, the processor (5) determines whether the measured signal strength has changed from very high to very low in a short period. 
This is indicative of the body (10) blocking the signal. If the processor (5) determines that the body (10) is blocking the signal it 
causes the device (1) to try to maintain the communication link, e.g. by continuing to try to receive a signal in the communication 
link rather than allowing the link to break normally. 
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